Farm and Weather Summary
Nick Howell, farm superintendent
Farm Comments
Staffing. There were significant changes in farm staffing in 2011. Marcus Jones, assistant scientist in turf grass, replaced Chris Blume who took a position with Monsanto. In addition, Brandon Carpenter and Leah Riesselman joined the farm staff as graduate assistants. Brandon and Leah will work for the station full time during the growing season and will attend classes during the spring and fall semesters. The graduate assistantships are funded by Research Farms and are a new model for farm staffing. Remaining in their positions in 2011 are Jim Kubik, operations manager; Dennis Portz, small fruit research specialist; Lynn Schroeder, field lab tech; and Jeff Braland, equipment operator.
Classes and internships.
Research Farms and the Horticulture Station assisted in the development of a new course in the AgEdS/Hort curriculum in 2011. This course, AgEdS/Hort 465, is modeled after the Ag 450 program and is designed to provide students with real-life experiences managing a horticultural operation. Students in the course make decisions on crop selection, production, marketing, and management and then put their decisions into action on a 5-acre plot of land designated for their use at the Horticulture Station. Although in its infancy, AgEdS/Hort 465 promises to provide opportunities to horticulture students never before offered.
The Horticulture Station had four internships in 2010. Dylan Rolfes, senior, examined labor inputs for multiple crops in the high tunnel. Tabitha Fontinel, junior in horticulture, worked on cultural practices for the production of day-neutral strawberries. Joe Jacobs, a senior in horticulture, managed the production of crops grown for the new AgEdS/Hort 465 class. Jacob Van Patten, sophomore, examined cultural practices of commercial production of lavender in Iowa.
Developments. Major improvements to the farm's irrigation systems began in 2011. A new wet-well and pumping station was installed replacing the previously separate farm, turf and orchard systems. The pumps will be operated with variable frequency drive units that will reduce energy consumption. The system will provide not only high pressure water for overhead irrigation, but low pressure water for trickle irrigation. When the new system is fully operational, low pressure water for trickle irrigation will be available for 30-40 acres of land never before usable for vegetable research and production.
Major landscape cleanup and renovation was completed as well. A local contractor owning a large tub grinder was hired and all the remaining diseased Scotch and Austrian pines were removed from the windbreaks and landscape at the station. When completed, over 400 trees were removed and ground into mulch with over 150 dump truck loads hauled to campus and used in the landscape plantings.
In the fall of 2011, 200 young Norway spruce and white pine from the nursery were planted in the windbreaks. An additional 110 spruce trees will be planted in the north windbreak in the spring with an additional 200 white pines over the next two years. Fall 2011. Drought conditions continued into the fall allowing for an uninterrupted harvest. A late September windstorm caused significant loss of the Golden Delicious and Chieftain apple crops. About one third of these varieties were lost. A gradual cool down allowed perennial crops to go into dormancy without damage. 
